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THE WANING POWER 


OF A 
GREAT HERITAGE 


FREDERICK ANDREW ROBLEE 


LL JIS not well with America! We 

have | heard about the ‘mess’ in 
] Washington, and it is serious. Very 
little, really, can be done about it, how- 
ever, until we Americans frankly face 
the unwelcome truth that the ‘mess’ in 
in Washington is the reflection and in- 
tensification of the mess in most every 
city and town; yes,and in countless of 
our lives. There is a serious condition 
of moral delinquency abroad in our land, 
and what makes it possible, and there- 
fore is just as serious, is our wide- 
spread cynicism and indifference. 

I am sure that many of you recall Kip- 
ing’s “Jungle Book” stories. If you do, 
you will remember the one called “Let: 
ting in The Jungle, which describes the 
relentless forces of the Indian Jungle 
moving in on and overcoming the cleared 
place where human beings were living. 
It reminds us of the ceaseless struggle 
which is going on between the forces of 
the jungle and the forces of civilization, 
No let-up in this battle is ever possible 
£ we are even going to preserve our civil- 
ization, not to mention advance it! 

We have reason to be concerned about 
many things, these days, but there is one 
underlying cause of our serious problems 
which is all around us and in which we 
roo, share, and yet it goes almost com- 
oletey ARIES | When the history of 
America in the Twentieth Century is 
written, it may well be that the historians 
may say that a leading cause of our 
national decline was the progressive dis- 
-egard of a religious observance of the 
Lord’s Day. It may well be that they will 
write that the churches became more and 
nore empty, or at least proportionately 
less full compared with the greater ee 
ilation, that divorces increased until the 
10ome-life of the people was almost com- 
yletely wrecked, that crime and juvenile 
lelinquency increased to an appalling 
le'gree, and that everywhere men artd wom- 
on were tired and nervously exhausted, 
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having lost the sense of meaning, pur- 
pose and glory of life. I say that this 
may be the judgment of history, and if it 
is, I am quite sure that one major reason 
which will be given for the decline in 
America, will be the loss of Sunday as a 
day of spiritual renewal. 

A few years back an advertisement ap- 
peared in 41 of the leading metropolitan 
newspapers in the United Suman setting 
forth the advantages of an ‘ad’ in the 
comic sections of the Sunday papers and 


giving this description of the American 
Sunday: 
““Sunday morning . . no alarm 


clock at the alert, no bus to 
catch, no working dateline or 
deadline . . letdown for most of 
us from the long week past, lull 
before the week to come. . the 
one time in the week to linger 
at the breakfast table for an ex- 
tra cup of coffee, to listen to 
the kids chatter, to loaf through 
the Sunday paper . . to think, to 
talk, to plan, to play. .”’ 

The historians, looking back, may well 
say that apparently it never occurred to 
the writer of this advertisement or to the — 
great newspapers that approved it for nat- 
tional circulation, that there was anything 
missing in the Sunday they described. 
“Tetdown,’ ‘‘Kids chatter,’’ “loaf;’ 
“talk,”’ “‘play,’’ - but no Christian ed- 
ucation, no public worship, no reverence e 
before God. And the historians may hold ee 
that it did not seem strange or ominous 
to the people of America in the 1950's. 

se 


The American Sunday has become just ~ 
that sort of day! OAs ah fee 
But why link the secularization of Sun. 
day with the “mess”’ in Washington and 
elsewhere; why link it with divorce courts” 
and the increase in crime and juvenile 
delinquency; and why link it with the los: 
of the meaning and purpose and glory of 
life? Why, you ask? Because the wani 
power of the great Sunday heritage in 
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country is just that serious! 

Only a very few Americans would de- 
liberately take the position that Chris- 
tianity is unimportant and has no vital 
part to play in the future welfare and hap - 
piness of our nation. Very few would 
openly try to maintain such a negative 
and absurd position. On the contrary, 
most Americans would say that Chris- 
tianity and the church are very important. 
They would even be willing to fight for 
them! But inconsistently, many of these 
people do not seem to realize that neither 
Christianity nor the Church can possibly 
be very strong or significant so long as 
Sunday is desecrated. Sometimes people 
wonder why the Church, with its largest 
membership in history, is so weak in ac- 
tual Christian influence. Well, we are 
looking right now at one of the most im- 
portant reasons. Less than one fourth of 
Protestant Christians are in church on 
an average Sunday. And the consequence? 
Voltaire was right when he said that if 
you want to Deuces the Christian religion 
just get people to stop observing the 
fetiie Day! 

A study of the French Revolution and 
the American Revolution reveals many 
interesting parallels and many still more 
interesting differences. The revolt of the 
people of France against tyranny was 
long overdue. The great ideals of liberty, 
equality and fraternity were and still are 
dear to every American. But in France, 
the attempt was made to establish these 
in a very thin secularistic soil. What was 
the result? In 14 months during which the 
observance of the Lord’s Day was prohib- 
ited, there were 20,000 divorces - more 
divorces than in any previous five year 
period. The rights of life and property 
were sihicieed in a reign of terror, and 
the way was opened for the rise of Napo- 
leon, the first modern dictator! 

In the same era, another great revolu- 
tion was taking place on this side of the 
Atlantic. The same ideals - liberty, e- 
quality, and fraternity - were proclaimed, 
but they were cultivated in a very differ- 
ent mail: In America, the founding fathers 
had ploughed and fertilized the soil with 
‘religious faith and devotion. And this 
made a very great difference. On this 
side of the Atlantic, the ideals of democ- 
racy firmly planted in Christian soil, 
gave rise to an enduring constitutional 
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and representative form of Government. 
Is it possible now for our Constitution 
and our Government to endure in a thin 
secularized soil? Can anyone really be- 
lieve that it can? Here,then is why the 
waning power of a great Sunday heritage 
is SO very serious. 

A little more than a hundred years ago 

DeToqueville, the French writer, historian 
and commentator on American life, paid a 
visit to this country. On Saturday he saw 
people very busily rushing about. Then 
came Sunday morning, en feeling the 
hush of the Lord’s Day, he said to his 
host, ‘‘Is someone dead?”’ “‘No,” he was 
told,“this is the Christian Sabbath.”’ 
Later DeToqueville wrote, 
‘‘America is great and strong 
because the spirit of the Pil- 
grim fathers has so permeated 
the people that as a whole,they 
take one day in seven to stop, 
reflect, and worship.” 

This is the way our country appeared 
to a distinguished visitor a hundred and 
seventeen years ago. Is it not deeply 
disturbing to realize that no such descrip- 
tion of America is possible today? 

The individual umplications of the mat- 
ter are just as true and urgent as are the 
social implications. 

A minister was called to see a dying 
man who was afraid to die. The minister 
talked to him about God and the things 
of the spirit. The unhappy man said, 
“‘But you see I have been too busy for 
these things. I have never had time.”’ 
Think a moment. This man said he had 
never had time, but actually he had had 
over 4,000 Sundays! He had had all those 
Sundays, but had missed them and wast- 
ed them. 

Students of the most ancient times tell 
us that apparently from the dawn of his- 
tory, human life has moved in a cycle of 
seven days. One day out of seven was a 
day of rest. ‘his certainly was true a- 
mong the ancient Hebrews, but the Sab- 
bath was far more than merely a day of 
rest. It was the keystone of all the relig- 
ious and ethical life of the nation as a 
whole and of individuals in particular. 
It was one of the basicten commandments 
and it stood between and united the laws 

overning man’s duty to God and man’s 

ufy to man. 


Remember the Sahbath Day to keep 
The Expositor 


~ 


it holy. 

In Jesus’ day, the Pharisees had form- 
alized and legalized Sabbath observance 
until much of the joy and spiritual power 
nad gone from it. {n His condemnation of 
this kind of religion, it also was inevi- 
able that the Master would condemn this 
«cind of observance of the Sabbath. On one 
occasion, His disciples went through the 
{fields on the Sabbath, and bein hungry 
lucked some ears of grain. When the 
?harisees heard of it they were horrified 
and protested to Jesus. The Master de- 
fended His disciples, saying, “The sab- 
bath was made for man, and not man for 
the sabbath.” In other words, Jesus said 
that this great day is really one of the 
wital things in human life, but don’t spoil 
it by unintelligent prohibitions. The Phar- 
isees, on another occasion, watched to 
see whether Jesus would heal a man on 
the Sabbath. They wanted to have grounds 
of accusation against Him, Understanding 
their thoughts, Jesus said to them, “‘Is it 
lawful on the sabbath to do good or to do 
harm, to save or to kill?’ And we read 
that when they were silent, and would not 
answer this question, He looked around 
at them with anger, grieved at their hard- 
ness of heart! 

Jesus did not for one minute minimize 
the importance of the Sabbath, but He did 
make its real significance clear. The 
Christian’s Lord’s Day was a development 
which came after the resurrection. It was 
really the commemoration of that tremen- 
dous fact that Jesus lived beyond the 
Cross and death, and was the Saviour, 
forever. It was the symbol of the wonder- 
ful ‘‘Good News” - the New Covenant 
with God! It was a Christian, not a Jew- 
ish day, and yet its historical connec- 
tion with the Jewish Sabbath is clear. All 
that the Sabbath had meant for man, and 
more, was to be found in this glorious 
new day. It is the day in the eternal plan 
of God, Himself, which is intended for 
human rest, worship, and doing good ina 
special sort of way. The re-discovery and 
re-emphasis of the importance of the 
Lord’s Day as the Christian Sabbath was 
one of the great contributions of the Ref- 
ormation and of our own branch of Protes- 
tantism in particular. : 

For the individual Christian, nothing 
is more significant than Jesus’ own ex- 
ample. And in regard to the observance of 
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this one special day in seven, the divine 
example is very clear, We read, ‘‘He went 
to the synagogue as his custom was on 
the sabbath day.’’ To put it simply in 
modern terms, Jesus made it a practice 
of His life to go to church, He prayed 
not only in the solitary hours of night’s 
vigil, but also in the public worship of 
faithful people. 

What would the Master reply to those 
who say they do not need to go to church 
because God may be worshipped anywhere 
and everywhere? Jesus knew, as most of 
those who talk in this fashion do not, 
that God is everywhere. Our Lord taught 
by His own example, that men would 
really know God in the beauty of the lil- 
ies and in the majesty of the heavens, if 
they knew Him best in the place where, 
since childhood, they had gone with rev- 
erent people to pray, to learn, and to do 
the Father’s will. Remove a _ brightly 
burning log from the fire and very quickly 
it will go out. Remove a Christian from 
active association with other Christians 
and you submit his faith and loyalty to 
Christ to a severe test which not many 
are able to handle. All of us are immeas- 
urably strengthened in public worship if 
it is simple, genuine and Christ-centered. 

As we look about us, and as we look 
into our own lives, don’t we see the need, 
the very urgent need, of restoring the 
power of our great Sunday heritage? Too 
many Americans have been “letting in 
the jungle’’ into their own lives and into 
the life of our nation. The trend must be 
reversed before the jungle takes over in 
the place where, only a generation ago, 
men lived in a Christian olenrae 

Sometimes, when I think about the sec- 
ularization of Sunday, I feel discouraged. 
It seems as impossible to reverse this 
trend as it would be to sweep back the 
Pacific with a broom! But we are dealing 
here with a matter of the fundamental 
pattern of life which is fixed in the very 
nature of things. This or any other gener- 
ation disregards it only at its own peril! 
And we are able to do something about it. 
We can attend Sunday morning worship, 
unless prevented by illness, every Sun- 
day. We can worship in our own church, or 
if we are away, we can go to some church 
in the community where we are. We can 
do this for our own soul’s sake and we 
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JOHN'S 
THREEFOLD 


TESTIMONY 


OHN the Baptist was a “Voice,” a 
J bese of testimony. His mission was 

to witness to the character and work 
of this coming Christ. In the performance 
of this mission he used three striking 
phrases which make clear the nature of 
Jesus’ mission in the world. 

The first of these phrases is ‘“‘the 
latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy 
to unloose.’’ (Luke 3:16) The Jews who 
came asking whether John was the Mes- 
siah, or by what authority he spoke, 
would understand what he meant. He was 
telling them that the coming Messiah was 
the one to whom John had given his _ en- 
tire allegiance. Notice that this was 
said to persons who based their claim to 
righteousness upon their allegiance to 
the teachings of Moses and upon their 
membership in the tribe of Israel. John 
was disregarding their sources of author- 
ity and placing his life’s allegiance at 
the feet of the one whose coming he 
foretold. This is always the first testi- 
mony of the true Christian. He calls Je- 
sus his Lord. He acknowledges no_ spir- 
itual master but Jesus. So Paul’s phrase 
becomes clear; ‘‘Henceforth let no man 
trouble me: for I bear in my body the 
marks of the Lord Jesus.’’ 

Another phrase which John uses is, 
“Behold the Lamb of God which taketh 
away the sins of the world.” (John 1:29). 
John’s preaching was preeminently a 
terrific denunciation of all form of sin. In 
his preaching he was intensely personal. 
He singles out the specific sins of the 
various classes of the day as they came 
to him with their questions and denounced 
them severely. Soldiers, publicans, elders, 
each found John refusing to be content 
with glittwas generalities, and using 
statements that were definite and pers on: 
al. But John realized that there was 
sonething which he, asa ‘Voice,’ could 
not do. fle could not offer them the for- 
giveness of the guilt of which he had 
convicted them. Of what use is it for us 
to worry over our sins or to be stirred 
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emotionally in the realization of our 
wickedness, if we were offered no escape 
from that wickedness? Why torment our 
hearts with the sense of sin, if we are 
not to be shown how that sin can be for 
given? So when John saw Jesus ap- 
proaching, he said to the group standing 
with him, “‘Behold the Lamb of God who 
taketh away the sins of the world.” 

John knew that it was useless to a- 
rouse a sense of sin unless at the same 
time a remedy for sin was pointed out. 
He also knew that it was useless togive 
forgiveness of sin unless some power 
was at hand to grant the sinnerthe power 
of a new life. To testify to the new life 
which Jesus brings to the sinner, John 
uses another striking phrase. His testi- 
mony is, ‘‘I saw the Spirit descending 
from heaven like a dove, and it abode up- 
on him... . and | saw and bare record 
that this is the Son of God.”’ 

What did John mean by this? Let us £0 
back to that distant moment when the 
world was, as the Bible tells us, without 
form and void, and darkness was upon 
the face of the deep. Out of the blackness 
there comes a sound as of the wings of a 
dove, as the Spirit of God moved upon the 
face of the waters. The word moved means 
brooded like a dove. With this brooding 
of the Spirit, out of the chaos comes a 
new world floating into being. Light 
streams to every nook and corner, and the 
turbulent elements sink into the orderly 
progression of the spheres. Well, that is 
the symbolism which Jesus uses. The 
Spirit takes the form of a dove symbolizing 
the creative force of God, and rests bodily 
in and on Jesus. Any Jew, knowing the 
Old Testament account of the creation 
would know at once what John meant 
This life-giving power thus seen descend- 
ing upon Jesus would be to the followers 
of Jesus the power which would give 
them victory over sin in the future, as the 
Lamb of God would grant forgiveness for 
their past sin. 


(See page 320) 
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A RAY OF LIGHT 
pe farmer, early one morning, so the 

story goes, opened the gate of his 
theep-cotethat his flock might go down to 
rink. When the bewhiskered old lead-ram 
‘ame to the opening, he halted, shaking 
i head in uncertainty as to what to do. 
Behind him the entire flock stopped and 
stood still, patient, docile, waiting for 
tim to show the way around whatever ob- 
stacle seemed to be in their way. 

Noting the strange behaviour of his 
lock, the farmer walked up to see ifhe 
sould locate and remove whatever trou- 
sled the majestic old ram. Then he saw 
vhat blocked the passage. The early 
1orning sun had sent a long, slanting ray 
»£ golden light through a small hole in the 
ate which lay, obliquely across the nar- 
ow path open for the sheep. The old ram 
stood but a moment. The shaft of sunlight 
ooked to him like a solid yellow bar, so 
is path seemed barred. 

Gathering his feet under him, he sprang 
nto the air, up and over, neatly clearin 
he golden obstacle in his path, as Aa 
t had been a rail of wood, and trotting 
fictoriously across the barnyard, lowered 
is head and started to drink. 

The flock behind him, did not question 
he wisdom of their leader. If he had 
shown them how to avoid the hazzard at 
he gate by leaping over it, then they, too, 
would leap over it, and that is just what 
hey did. The first sheep in line sprang 
righ and gracefully over the threatening 
shaft of sunlight. Then the second and 
he third, and all the rest, each in its 
urn, gathered their legs under them and 
eaped high to avoid banging into that 
lorious ray of morning sunlight. 

So, we human-folk follow some very 
‘oolish lead-ram, like docile sheep, going 
sut of our way to avoid a golden ray o 
ight from above. That is true of things 
ransitory, not to the exclusion of things 
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eternal.“All we like sheep, have gone 
astray.”’ The insipid yes-man is as eds 
less and forlorn in the one sphere as in 
the other. In this drastic world hour it is 
time that every Christian remind himself 
that in God’s sight he is a priest, and to 
act like one. 

There are potentialities in a ray of 
light which had the better be utilized 
than leaped over. 


HEARTS AND EYES 
EAL religion is putting God first in 


Ris lives. In the practice of the so- 
called mechanics of religion, we must 
have our hearts turned to God, rather than 
have our eyes fixed on men. 

Jesus makes this clear in the sermon 
on the mountain when He discusses three 
of the most common avenues through 
which religion in His day manifested 
itself - almsgiving, prayer and fasting. 

In doing each of these three things, 
whose canine names are our giving, wor- 
shipping and our self-sacrificing - we 
are to avoid the lime-light, and to keep 
our hearts and minds upon God instead 
of peering about to notice what men will 
think about our religious practices. 

First, the motive for giving is not to be 
patted on the back by men, but is to be 
helpful in supplying the needs of men in 
the name of God. “When thou doest thine 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before 
thee.’” Do not head the subscription list 
to the local charity campaign so that peo- 
ple will see your name on the front page 
of the newspaper and know you give more 
than your competitor. Do not give so that 
the radio announcer may read your name 
over the air, for multitudes to hear. 

Second, the motive for worship is God- 
ward, not earthward. When you pray, do 
not stand on the street-corner to be seen 
of men. Do not piously carry a Bible a- 

(See page 319) 
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THE CHURCH 
at WORK 


MEN AND MISSIONS DAY 

The 24th annual Men and Missions Day 
will be observed in thousands of church- 
es throughout the United States and Can- 
ada on Sunday November 7th or 14th, and 
early preparations by the pastor loci are 
essential. Those already alert to the 
needs of the hour, need no urging on this 
phase of the Christian privilege and duty 
of spreading the Word among men. 

The Layman’s Missionary Movement, 
19 So. LaSalle Street, Chicago 3, Illinois, 
is ready to lend a helping hand wherever 
Men and Missions Day programs are plan- 
ned. Each church has the privilege of 
building the program for the day, to suit 
it own needs and preferences. Missions 
is the job of every Christian, committed 
to him by the unrevoked commission; ‘How 
can they go... unless they be sent?” 


ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION 
SUGGESTIONS 

Cordial invitations should be extended 
to all members of the parish, friends and 
member prospects to attend the service. 
Through church bulletins, local news- 
papers and personally addressed cards or 
letters, the date, day and hour of ser 
vice should be as widely publicized as 
possible. Pastors, Board members and 
all others taking part in the actual serv- 
ice, should meet early and be prepar- 
ed to join, promptly, the processional to 
the altar. 
The Service. 

Organ Prelude. 

Invocation, 

Hymn, 

Reading of the call and brief admo- 

nition by Board Chairman, 
Presentation of new Pastor by area 
official of denomination. 
Acceptance of call by new Pastor. 
Questioning of Pastor onarticles of 
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the Faith by denominational official. 

Ordination or Installation sermon. 

Formal Ordination or Installation. Both 
representatives of the denomination 
and the congregation taking part. 

Formal acceptance of call, by Pastor. 

Welcome to Presbytery or Synod by a 
visiting church official. 

Welcome to the parish, by a member of 
the congregation. 

Address on the obligations of the new 
pastor. 

Address on the obligations of the par- 
ish. 

Acknowledgment of duties and obliga- 
tions and pledge to honor them by 
His grace, by new Pastor. 

Pastoral Prayer by visiting clergyman. 

Closing Hymn. 

Benediction and Postlude. 


YOUR CHURCH PAPER 

I have been an editor of church papers 
(conference organs) for eleven years. 
For many years I have advocated only 
one plan asasolution to the church paper 
Put it in the budget of every church, like 
other things. The church paper supports 
and boosts every enterprise of the Church, 
and it is indespensable to progress in the 
church. Most secular organizations, of 
any note, have a publication representing 
their interests, and such a publication is 
put in the budget and sent to all members.. 
The pastor can’t afford to take time out 
of a thirty minutes sermon to inform mem- 
bers of all they should know about the 
work and program of the church; and mem- 
bers of the church who are well informed 
about their church activities are more re- 
sponsive to the needs of the church. The 
church paper is indispensable ! 


W.A. Swift 
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VERYDAY LIVING 

Check your own anxieties, worries and 
eoncerns, as well as those of them who 
nook to you for spiritual help, by getting 
md using Joseph Fort Newton’s pockette 
rolume, Everyday Religious Living, put 
vut by Abingdon Press, $1.25. Conquor 
the things that “‘get you down,”’ and help 
thers to do so through the use of these 
tevotional messages which deal with 
"veryday experiences, highlighted by 
ecripture and anecdote, stories relating 
» lifeas itis and how to rise above that 
which has a tendency to keep you from 
coing your best. 

Dr. Newton died in 1950, leaving the 
vartly read galley-proofs of his 83rd book 
ying on his desk. The book was called 
Uveryday Religion, and it contained 65 
nes Ssage-conversations which applied the 
ruth in some verse of Scripture to some 
life problem. The book, Everyday Reli- 
sion proved helpful to thousands who 
-alled for more conversational and inspi- 
‘ational messages, and Everyday Reli- 
rious Living is the answer to that demand. 


HOW TO LIVE 
ALL YOUR LIFE 

A 24-page booklet addressed to those 
10t living to the full; to those who try to 
carry heavy burdens alone; to those not 
living all their lives, written by David A. 
MacLean, Yale University, published by 
The Upper Room, 15¢ a copy or ten for a 
lollar, is designed to “‘lift the load?’from 
mcertain and waivering human hearts, 
und place it where Christians are taught 
o rest their burdens, thus to permit our 
yes to see, our ears to hear, our minds 
o understand His love and works. 


PICT-O-GRAPH SETS 
ATTENDANCE CARDS AND SEALS 

A creative visual activity for classroom 
ise, and available from the Standard Pub- 
ishing Company (see Buyers’ Guide for 
heir advertisement in this issue) and 
ising the Bible Story Board for teaching 
he Parables and Life of Jesus, is of 
ractical value for your Sunday School 


york. 
Sets available at this time include, 


Temperance Pict-o-graph 2160. It 
deals with this critical problem. 
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ABC Object Lessons, 2161. 26 les- 
sons on Christian Living, prepared 
from letters of the alphabet. 
Table-Top set 9157, on Jesus and the 
Ten Commandments. 

Object Lesson, 2211, Growing as 
Christians. 

Pict-o-graph 2164 covers the Lord’s 
Prayer, the Beatitudes, the 23rd Psa. 


and is under preparation at this time. 


YOU CAN NOW 
TALK AND LISTEN 
ANYWHERE 

If you have ever wished that, without 
leaving your work at your study desk, you 
could talk with your Choir Leader, your 
S.S.Superintendent, your Sexton or even 
some member of your family in the Manse 
several blocks away, you will be interest- 
ed in a new portable, wireless communi- 
cation system which is just announced 
by the General Industrial Co. The outfit 
Bs resembles a small table radio, 
roughly 8x5%x6 inches in size, which 
permits two-way conversation between 
two or more persons in the same building, 
adjoining buildings or even as much as a 
ails or so apart, according to company 
specifications. Simply plug the cord in on 
any standard 120 volt AC or DC line and 
it is ready to serve you and your parish 
needs. A complete two-way outfit is a- 
vailable for as little as $66.90. Additional 
stations are $33.45. For full information 
address your request to The Expositor, 
East Aurora, N.Y. 


SOBERING FACTS 
In 1850 it took five Christians to lead 
one person to Christ in one year. 

In 1900 it took fourteen Christians to 
lead one personto Christ in one year. 
In 1919 it took twenty-one Christians to 
lead one person to Christ inone year. 
TODAY it takes thirty-three Christians 
to lead one person to Christ in one 
A Seas Marvin A. Moll 


PARISH ACTIVITIES 

Redeemer Record, St. Paul,  sug- 
gests that more pastors sit down with 
their people and together setGod-pleasing 
goals and selective activities by which 
the purpose of the church can be trans- 
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lated into life and action. 

The purpose of planning parish activi- 
ties is to have an integrated program of 
study, worship, fellowship and service on 
the level of the local church. 

When you hear people complain ‘“Too 
many meetings,” - “Poor programs, - 
“‘T get nothing out of it,” - “I’d rather 
watch television,’’ -and the like, the 
fault usually lies with the society. Three 
things are necessary to make a meeting 
worthwhile. 


Program 

Have a good program. Fellowship and 
entertainment is not enough. A society 
must have a program which serves the 
church. The study of an interesting church- 
related topic ought always arouse interest 
and further the growth of Christian knowl- 
edge. While wholesome Christian social 
fellowship is very desirable, that kind of 
a program alone will never build attend- 
ance at a church society whose avowed 
purpose is to serve the congregation. 


Planning 

Too many church society programs are 
poorly planned. We spend hours discussing 
whether or not to serve one or two donuts, 
whether to use wooden or iron posts, 
whether to use a bound or a loose-leaf 
book - and then wonder why people don’t 
attend. Good planning means to plan a 
year in advance, to start and finish a 
meeting on time, to delegate minor details 
to committees, to have special committees 
work out the details of each meeting. 
Topics should be woven into each ses- 
sion, however, vary the method of presen- 
tation. Change off between a speaker, a 
panel, a quiz-type program, films, a tour 
and the:like to present the topic. 


Publicity 

The best planned program will fail un- 
less the people know about it. Notices 
should say more than ‘“There will be a 
meeting of the blank society next Friday 
evening.’ The five W’s of good journalism 
give us aclue - Who, What, When, Where 
and Why. Compel them to come in! 

“Speak To The Children Of Israel, That 
They Go Forward.” | 


The supreme belief of our society is the dignity 
and freedom of the individual. To the respect of 
that dignity, to the defense of that freedom, all 
effort is pledged. 


Page 300 


Eisenhower 


UPPER ROOM CITATION 
Dr. John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Seminary, will receive THE UPPER 
ROOM Citation for 1954, This announce- 
ment is made with the release of the 
first copies of the annual World Christian 
Fellowship Nuinber of THE UPPER 
ROOM, in which Dr. Mackay is the only 
writer from the United States. Writers of 
the issue’s sixty meditations live in 45 
different countries. 
Dr. Mackay was selected for this honor, 
because of his outstanding leadership in 
world Christian fellowship and brother- 
hood. 
The Citation will be presented at a din- 
ner in his honor, at the National Press 
Club in Washington, D.D., on September 
thirtieth. The chief speaker will be the 
honorable Francis B. Sayre and the pres- 
entation will be made by Dr. J. Mannin 
Potts, Editor of THE UPPER ROOM, 


THE COVER PICTURE 


ITH the Great Smokies as a 

scenic back-drop, and look- 
ing out over the waters of Lake 
Junaluska, North Carolina, is 
the lovely Memorial Chapel 
reared by the churches of the 
Southeastem Jurisdiction of the 
Methodist Church, in honor of 


the service men and women of 


that territory. 

Designed by the Knoxville 
architect, Mr. Charles W.Barber, 
the $100,000 building fund was 
largely provided by the church- 


es in the Jurisdiction. They 


also submitted the names of 
about 85,000 service men and 
women which were entered in a 
large volume which is kept in 


the Room of Memory , attached 


to the main building by a stone 
colonnade. It is a “place of 
sanctuary particularly dear to 
the hearts of those whose loved 
ones did not return.” 

Of the memorial, President 
Truman wrote, “‘The Chapel it- 
self will bearpermanent witness 
to the high place, which, as 
Americans, we accord to reli- 
gion in our national life.’” 
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WHERE ARE YOU 
IIN CASE OF FIRE 


The number of church buildings, church 
sschools, hospices and the like, which are 
insufficiently, or not protected in case of 
ffire, is unbelievable. Insurance records 
ywill convince you, if you are doubtful. 
High on the list of fire-prevention orfire 
ffighting equipment is the fire hose back- 
eed by an ample water supply, for it is not 
limited by the capacity of the chemical 
ttank of whatever size. 

Hence, pastors and church officers will 
tbe interested in the protective value of a 


fire-fighting satin finished aluminum cab- 
inet introduced by the Elkhart Brass Mfg., 
Company which contains 75 feet of 1% 
inch hose equipped with a modern fog- 
nozzle, a 2% gallon hand extinguisher, a 
standard 2% inch valve for local fire de- 
partment use, a standard fireman’s axe, 
and a spanner wrench. Complete infor- 
mation may be had from The Expositor. 


CROWNS FOR ACHIEVING 
An idea for the improvement of vacation 
Bible School, or Week-day Bible Schools 
by offering an incentive for specific at- 
‘tainments, appeared in the Christian Ob- 
server last Spring; the incentive being 
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decoration as found on a five-star gen- 
eral, for the child memorizing the shorter 
Catechism. 

“Borrowing this idea, we discovered 
that a variation of this plan will also 
work most helpfully,’’ writes the Rev. 
James W.Marshall, Panama City, Florida. 

One of our teen-age girls framed blue 
crowns from cardboard, and another deco- 
rated each with five gold stars. The few 
children who had already been persuaded 
to memorize the Catechism were thus 
decorated; also the women who could re- 
cite it and were engaged on the school’s 
staff. Known as Kings and Queens as 
they moved every day through the routine 
of class-work, these exalted monarchs 
stirred the ambition of others who would 
be crowned likewise. 

“This soon brought about a ceremony, 
and the first one to recite the Catechism 
was seated in front of the entire school; 
all those already crowned assembled a- 
round her and placed upon her head, some- 
what deferentially, her hard-earned trophy. 
The next day two other girls were crown- 
ed after the same manner. At the closing 
exercises of the School on a Sunday eve- 
ning, in the presence of a large congrega- 
tion, all of these young people, accom- 
panied by the grown people, were Jined up 
before the pulpit while the Superintendent 
of the Sunday School explained the mean- 
ing of their crowns. Counting two who 
were absent, one on a vacation, one in 
the armed services in Japan, the number 
in this little mission has climbed to elev- 
en. 


HARVEST HOME FESTIVAL 
October 11th, 8:30 and 11:00 A.M. 


Fall Decorations, Special Music. 
Sermon Topic;: ‘‘Come, Ye Thankful Peo- 
ple, Come!”’ 

Says the Rev. Oswald Volz, in his 
alert little church paper, The Redeemer 
Record, of St. Paul, Minn. ‘Harvest Home 
has been observed in the Lutheran church 
for hundreds of years, with a special 
service and the donation of fruits of the 
field. At Redeemer this was a special 
occasion for more than twenty years, 
with fitting fall decorations and the gath- 
ering of fruits and foods forthe Children's 
Friend Society and for the poor. The 
gathering of fruit in city congregations 
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has fallen by the wayside, since most 
of the members must buy their own fruit 
and vegetables. Hence this special ser- 
vice was discontinued at Redeemer years 
ago. 

At our last voters’ meeting it was re- 
solved to observe Harvest Home Festival 
again this year on October 11th. We still 
owe our thanks to God for His gifts of 


the field. However, instead of beg! 
vegetables and other produce we shal 
bring our offering in the form of money to 
be used for world relief. Envelopes for 
this purpose will be placed in the Sunday 
School bulletin for October Ilth. The 
church will be appropriately decorated, 
and there will be special music and a 
fitting sermon.” 


THANKSGIVING PRAYER 


L ORD of all creation and Father 
of all mankind, we approach 

Thy throne with joy and gladness, 

at theremembrance of Thy mercies. 

With deep gratitude we lift our 
hearts and voices for all Thy bless- 
ings. Thou hast crowned the earth 
with Thy goodness. Thou hast again 
blessed seed-time, growing-time, and 
the harvest, so that again we have 
been given the privilege to gather 
in the fruits of the earth, each in 
its season, for our welfare. So for 
all the earth’s gifts, given to us in 
such abundance, gifts that sustain 
the body and enrich our whole lives, 
we praise and bless Thy HolyName. 

For the privilege of living in a 
land where there is due process of 
law which recognizes the rights of 
all individuals and the dignity of 
the human personality, where life is 
not in jeopardy at the whim of fancy 
nor of godless dictators, nor brute 
force. 

For the opportunity to choose free- 
ly one’s own occupation according, 
to one’s likes or talents. 

For the right freely to assemble 
peacefully to discuss mutual well- 
being and organize for mutual devel- 
opment. 

For the freedom to speak openly 
and freely according as one’s con- 
science and mind dictate. 

For the joy of being able to say, 
“Let us go into the House of the 
Lord,’’ with none to bar our path nor 
Stay our feet. 

For all these privileges so val- 
iantly attained and so dearly main- 
tained, we lift our hearts and voices 
in adoration and praise. 

_ For all those who have stood and 
do now stand in places of danger, 
not counting the cost but holding 
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dear and sacred the name of country 
and the love of this, our America, 
we thank Thee, Lord. 

We remember before Thee, with 
tear-dimmed eye, but with reverent 
esteem, those who have given their 
full measure of devotion that our 
freedom and cherished dreams might 
remain unsullied and untouched. 

We bless Thy Name that in these 
days there burns within the hearts of 
many the dim hope of peace. Send 
forth the Spirit of Peace into the 
hearts of all so that friend and foe 
alike may desire first and foremost, 
peace to all nations and praise for 
our Lord. 

And now, O Father of all mercies 
and gifts, send us, who have receiv- 
ed so much, forth to our homes with 
the deep consciousness that we are 
indeed debtors to each other, but a- 
bove all, unto Thee. 

Grant that our thankfulness may 
become a living, daily experience. 
Help us to share our abundance 
with earth’s unfortunate ones. 

Forbid it Lord that in smug con- 
tent we should boast and gloat 
while many are distressed, lost in 
lonliness, and heavy laden. 

May we see and acknowledge Thy 
bounties as a trust from Thee. 

Give speed to our hands and feet 
on that errand of mercy. 

Trouble our spirits until we bring 
comfort to the sorrowing. 

Bring us no rest until we have 
sat with the weary. 

Stretch forth Thy right hand unto 
us that our hands may be stretched 
forth inlove and mercy to Thy needy 
ones, 

To Thee, Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost, be all honor and glory. Amen. 


W.AKontzleman 


The Expositor 


Text: Il Sam. 18:5, Deal gently for my 


sake, with the young man. 


Matt. 6:10. Thy will be done. 


1 HIS sermon is an answer to a request 


from one of our men of the Tuesday 

Noon Club who has a son in the 
Army, and who said to me one day, “‘How 
ought a man to pray for a son in the 
Army? Is he going to ask God that his 
life be spared, and some other man’s son 
be killed? No doubt, when men have pray- 
ed, and women have prayed, for their sons 
in the army, asking for their safe return 
and that they may escape death in battle, 
there has come to them the thought that 
was in this father’s mind, Ought I to ask 


God to spare the life of my son, when oth- 


er men’s sons are in the same jeopardy, 
and when it is certain that in the battle 
not a few must perish. 

There is, in the Bible, only one in- 
stance of a father praying for his son 
who was in a battle. Although it was a 
pathetic request asked of man, it was at 
the same time an earnest prayer to God. 

Early morning at the fortress and cas- 
tle of Mahanaim. Trumpets are sounding 
and the earth is shaking with the tread 
of thousands of armed men, for David, 
standing in front of the castle, is review- 
ing his army about to go into battle in 
the woods of Ephraim against his rebel 
son, Absalom. The three divisions of the 
army, under their three captains, Joab, 
Ittai, and Abishai, and under the general 
command of Joab, march past the king. 
The sun flashes from helmets, swords, 
breastplates and lances. It was a strong 
army, made up of veteran troops which 


Vavid, Himself, had often led in battle. 
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‘THB PULPIT 


HOW SHALL | PRAY 
for my son in the army 


CLARENCE EDWARD MACARTNEY 


As each of the three divisions came a 
breast of the king, it was halted while 
the king saluted it and the soldiers sa 
luted the king. To each division command- 
‘er David said, in a voice that could be 
heard by the soldeirs, “Deal gently with 
the young man for my sake, even with 
Absalom.’’ David knew that the raw 
levies of Absalom stood no chance a- 
gainst these three divisions under the 
command of the veteran and ruthless 
Joab. He knew that his crown was at 
stake, but he knew also that the life of 
Absalom was at stake. In fatherly love 
and yearning, he made this request of 
his captains, “Deal gently for my sake 
with the young man.” Was ever a more 
plaintive petition made? Was ever a more 
plaintive prayer offered to God? 

Late in the afternoon in front of the 
castle at Mahanaim the dense wood of 
Ephraim has swallowed up the two armies 
that have stood all day locked in desper- 
ate combat. The army of Absalom was de- 
feated and put to rout by the army of Da- 
vid. Absalom, fleeing from the battlefield 
on a royal mule, was caught by the tress- 
es of his luxuriant hair, in the branches 
of an oak, and his animal running away 
from beneath him, he was left hanging 
from the oak. One of the soldiers came to 
Joab and told him what he had seen. In 
astonishment and in anger, Joab exclaim- 
ed, “‘You saw him hanging from that tree? 
and you did not smite ima ground? 
If you had done so I would have given 
you ten sheckels of silver and a girdle.’ 
But the loyal soldier answered, “If you 
had given me a thousand sheckels of sil- 
ver in mine hand I would not have _touch- 
ed the king’s son, for I heard the king 
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charge you and the other captains, not to 
touch the young manAbsalom.’’Joab then 
abruptly broke off the conversation and, 
going to the tree where Absalom hung, 
took three darts and thrust them through 
the heart of the rebel Prince. The body 
was then cut down and cast into a pit. 
The trumpet sounded for the army to 
cease fighting. As the soldiers marched 
past the pit on their way out of the battle, 
each man took a stone, and with an impre- 
cation, hurled it upon the body of Absa- 
lom, until a great heap of stones marked 
the place where his mutilated body lay. 
In the vale of the King, Absalom had 
built a costly and beautiful sepulchre in 
which his body was to repose. Succeed- 
ing generations, he hoped, would tarry by 
that tomb and exclaim, ‘‘Here lies Absa- 
lom, the son of David.’’ But how different 
was the grave~into which he was cast 
like a dead dog! Instead of resting in that 
marvelous mausoleum, that once flawless 
body, without a blemish from the sole of 
his foot to the crown of his head, lay 
ees and broken at the bottom of the 
orest pit, covered with a heap of stones 
and none save his broken-hearted father 
to mourn over him. Yonder in the king’s 
dale stands Absalom’s pillar. The rising 
sun gilds it with glory. Night drapes its 
white shaft with her ethereal robe. But in 
it is a tomb without tenant, a pillar with- 
out a prince, a monument without a man. 
All day long David has been pacing up 
and down in front of the fortress at Maha- 
naim. None of his staff can induce him to 
rest of take refreshment. In the late after- 
noon the watchman on the tower calls 
down to David that he sees a runner ap- 
proaching, evidently a messenger from the 
field of battle. The runner is Ahimaaz 
whom Joab had permitted to run, atter the 
first runner, Cushi, had started from the 
front. When Ahimaaz drew up, panting and 
breathless, in front of David and had sal- 
uted the king, he said, ‘‘Blessed bethe 
Lord thy God which hath delivered up the 
mén that lifted up their hand against my 
Lord the king!’’ But David was thinking 
of something else, and he: said, ‘‘Is the 
young man Absalom safe?”’ The runner 
either did not know what had happened, 
or he was afraid to tell David, and an- 
swered, ‘“Thy servant saw a great tumult 
but knew not what it ‘ek Dae then 
dismissed him, saying, ‘“Turn aside and 
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stand here.’’ Presently, the second runner, 
the professional Ethiopian runner, Cushi, 
who had taken the longer route by the 
way of the hills, drew up in front of Da- 
vid, and when David asked him, “‘Is the 
young man Absalom safe?’’ the runner 
answered, “‘The enemies of my Lord the 
King and all that rise against thee to do 
thee hurt be as that young man is!”’ Then 
the broken-hearted king, wrapping his 
mantle about him, turned to walk up the 
winding stone stairway leading to the 
chamber oyer the gate, and as he went he 
said, “‘O my son Absalom, My son, My 
son Absalom! Would God I had died for 
thee!O Absalom, my son, my son!”’ 

DEAL GENTLY WITH THE YOUNG MAN 

David had prayed, but his request had 
not been granted. It was not in the plan 
of God that Absalom should survive the 
battle. Nevertheless, the prayer that 
David offered for the survival of Absalom 
was a natural, a beautiful and a touching 
request. Certain faith does not nullify or 
cancel, but rather intensifies, our natural 
affections. A father would not be a true 
father, an altogether human father, if he 
had a son in the midst of war-time activi- 
ties and did not ask God that his son 
might survive. Millions of fathers and 
mothers have made that prayer, “Deal 
gently with the young man for my sake.” 
There is no selfishness in such a prayer. 
There is no discrimination against the 
sons of other fathers and mothers. Many, 
the great majority, survive and return. 
Many do not return. What the father does 
who prays the prayer of David is to ask 
that it may please God that his son shall 
live and not die. 

We waste no time over the problem 
which sometimes arises in this connec- 
tion, the reconciliation of our prayers with 
the appointment of God. What we go by 
is the natural instinct of the believing 
heart and the example we have in the 
Bible of men of God who prayed earnest- 
ly that certain things might come to pass, 
some of which did come to pass and some 
which did not. The reconciliation of the 
appointment of God and the prayer of the 
troubled soul to God is something which 
lies beyond our vision and our comprehen- 
sion. In the plan of God the two work to- 
gether in perfect harmony. We are taught 
to believe that the effectual prayer ofa 
righteous man availeth much. Who will pre- 
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ssume to tell what mighty power prayer 
mmay not set loose? 

| There are certain conditions of prayer 
ywhich ought to, be fulfilled. We are told 
ithat there are certain things which hinder 
jjprayer, and prevent a favorable answer. 
‘One of these things is hatred and enmity 
iin the heart. Christ told men to get rid of 
jithat before they come to the altar with 
their offering and with their prayers. 
“There are many other sins, too, which 
hinder prayer, as Peter put it. We have 
no right to think that God will hear our 
prayers if we deliberately retain sin in 
our life. That was what the Psalmist said, 
| “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord 
will not hear me.”’ We owe it to God that 
we should come to Him with penitence 
for our sins, with a true purpose to leave 
them and forsake them and with full faith 
in God’s power to answer our prayers. 
Then we are ready to offer our petition. 


THY WILL BE DONE 
Always when a man prays for his son 
in battle, or for any other worthy object, 
his prayer should be conditioned by that 
great petition, that one prayer which is 
always answered, ““Thy will be done.”’ 
Nothing can be more obvious than that 
ood men have prayed for the survival of 
their sons in the battles of every war, and 
that some of those who prayed have seen 
their sons spared, while others have had 
to drink the deep cup of grief and sorrow 
over their death in battle. We must be 
careful not to attempt to pry into the se- 
crets of God who hath His own mysteries 
and His own reasons. But it would be pre- 
sumptuous also on our part to say that 
one father’s prayer was answered because 
he fulfilled the right conditions of prayer, 
and the other father’s prayer was not an- 
swered because he failed to fulfill those 
conditions. No!Men equally believing and 
equally good have prayed for the same 
thing, but with totally different results. 
Whoever prays, then, for a son or lov- 
ed one on the held of battle, must always 
condition his prayer with that petition, 
‘‘Thy will be done,”’ and be prepared for 
a‘ different answer from that which the 
heart desires. In the last World War a 
British mother who got word that her son 
had been killed in action, exclaimed, * ‘I 
prayed that his life might be spared. Now 
he is dead. I am through with prayer and 
I am through with God.” The great protec- 
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tion against such bitterness and despair 
1s ever to school oneself to say what 
Jesus said in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
“Nevertheless, not my will, but Thine be 
done.”’ 

One of the most moving passages in 
Thackeray’s Vanity Fair is that which 
deals with the battle of Waterloo, and 
tells of a faithful loving heart and its 
prayer for the safety of the loved one. But 
instead of safety came death. The beau» 
tiful and faithful Amelia is praying for 
her wayward husband, George Osborne, an 
officer in Wellington’s army; ‘“‘No more 
firing was heard at Brussels - the pur 
suit rolled miles away. Darkness came 
down on the field and city; and Amelia 
was praying for George, who was lying on 
his face, dead, with a bullet through his 
heart.” 

The company of those who prayed earn- 
estly, like this lovely Amelia, and like 
David, and whose petitions were not 
granted, is a high and illustrious one. 
Moses prayed on Nebo’s lonely mountain 
that he might lead the people over the 
river into the Land of Promise. But God 
said, “‘No.”’ Samuel prayed and wept all 
night for the restoration of Saul. But God 
said, ““No.”’ Paul prayed earnestly and 
three times that the thorn might be pluck- 
ed from his flesh. But God said, ‘‘No.”’ 
David prayed earnestly that Absalom 
might be spared, and again that the 
little child of Bathsheba might be spared. 
Both times God said, ‘“No.”” Jesus in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, and sweating as 
it were great drops of blood, prayed that 
if it were possible the cup might pass 
from Him. But God said, “No.” If then, 
there is anyone here who is troubled and 
distressed because he has prayed that a 
son, or dear one in the army might be 
spared, or has offered other petitions 
dear to the heart, and God has said, 
‘“‘No,’’ remember that you are not the 
first to whom God has said, ‘‘No.’’ You 
belong to an elect and illustrious com 
pany. Remember, too, that God has an- 
swers to prayer beyond our expected an- 
swers; that He has high deliverance for 
the soul; and if we can always say, ““Thy 
will be done,’’ we can expect those high- 
er answers and those higher deliverances. 


PRAY FOR HIS SOUL 
If you ask me, ‘“‘How shall I pray for 
my son in the army?” that is always the 
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first thing to pray for. Pray for his soul. 
That is the immortal and deathless part 
of him. No hand grenade, no bursting bomb, 
no bayonet thrust can touch his soul. In 
our Civil War, on the morning of one ofthe 
battles in Virginia, a Northern soldier, 
during the preparation for the battle, 
found himself in the greatest distress and 
anxiety of fear. Then he remembered that 
the main thing was his soul and its re- 
lationship to God, and that if his soul 
was right with God, what happened to 
his body that day was of little conse- 
quence. So he knelt down and prayed for 
his soul; prayed for forgiveness, prayed 
for salvation, prayed that Christ would 
receive his soul and cleanse it with His 
precious blood. When he rose from his 
knees, all fear had left him. 

The best thing you can do for your son 
is to pray for his soul, pray that the Holy 
Spirit shall speak persuadingly to him, 
pray that he shallhave full faith in Christ 
as his Mediator and Redeemer, a Saviour 
who never leaves us nor forsakes us. 
When you pray thus, you can be assured 
that you pray for that which is dear, also, 
to the heart of God. God is not willing 
that any should perish butthatall should 
repent and be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of Christ and Eternal Life. 
For you, too, this is God’s desire. Pray 
for your own soul, and in the Name of 
Him who died for your soul. 


With Him 
CHAPLAIN CLAUDE RICHMOND 


Text: II Peter 1:12-19. 

Mark 9:2-8, 

YSTERY and message lie behind 

the words, ‘‘Holy Communion,” 

deeper than mortal mind can fathom. 
The sound suggests “holy matrimony”’ 
and there is a similarity. Both are sacred 
vows uniting two parties. Or, perhaps 
communion is more like a wedding anni- 
versary - a renewal of vows takes at 
baptism. 

Here at the Lord’s table we meet with 
Him in a renewal of ‘‘articles of incorpor- 
ation,’ by which we became one with 
Christ as branches are one with the vine. 
Luther calls the Lord’s Supper ‘‘The 
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visible Word,’’ or ‘“‘The Word in deed,”’ 
which is “illustrating an abstraction to 
make it tangible.’’ Could we not change 
that to describe the Supper as an enacted 
legal document bearing witness to an in- 
tangible incorporation of ourselves into 
the body of Christ? It is a deed of trans- 
fer by which Christ gave Himself to the 
church and we give ourselves to Him. 
Its message is both word and deed. 


EYE-WITNESS TESTIMONY 

In the liturgy we turn to Paul who test- 
ified, ‘‘For I received from the Lord what 
I also delivered to you. . .”’ So let us 
here turn to Peter who, refering to the 
Transfiguration, testifies, “For we did 
not follow cunningly devised myths when 
we made known to you the power and the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we 
were eye-witnesses of his majesty.” 

Some six days after Peter’s confession, 
““Thou art the Christ,’’ and his ‘‘Satanic”’ 
remonstrance against the cross, Jesus 
took the three into the mountain to pray. 
No doubt the prayer had to do with Jesus’ 
departure by His passion, resurrection, 
and ascension. At that critical hour God 
gave a special arth as if to say, 
“The breaking of this body, and the shed- 
ding of this blood, is not defeat, but a 
part of my plan. By this, prophecy is fill- 
ed full to the last detail, and here are 
Moses and Elijah whose departure was 
also especially directed by me, to show 
the continuing communion of the saints.”’ 

As the light shown through the body of 
of Christ then, so may the spiritual light 
show through these elements to bring us 
a similar message and emphasize the 
testimony. And that our minds and hearts 
may not wander, may a “bright cloud”’ al- 
so surround us that we may “‘no longer 
see any one with them but Jesus Said “i 
And so may the sacred Word come to us 
as to Peter, as a “voice borne by majes- 


tic glory.’ 

For God the Father, Himself, testified 
there on the mountain. The Holy Spirit 
now testifies in attentive hearts. When 
we hear the words, ‘“This is my body... 
This is my blood,” let us remember Jesus 
said, ‘Unless you eat the flesh of the 
Son of man and drink his blood, you have 
no life in you; he who eats my flesh and 
drinks my blood has eternal life,’’ and he 
. . . abides in me and I in him.” 


The Expositor 


4 
d 
P 


“AT HIS SUPPER 

As we see the familiar table and sym- 
bbols, as we hear the familiar words, the 
light of God’s testimony to our spirits 
should shine through, not to explain the 
pmystery hidden in divine wisdom but to 
bear a testimony, to be a witness. Let us 
hen, “‘pay attention as to a lamp shin- 
ling in a dark place.’’ It may serve as a 
sstreet-lamp on the road home, as a light- 
thouse to warn of death-dealing rocks, or 
eas a candle in our Father’s house to 
«show us prodigals we will be welcomed 
with shoes, robes and rings of sons who 
were dead but live again. For this we 
meed no magical change in the elements, 
for the table is that of witness where 
ithe symbols speak an assurance we can- 
mot fully put into words. 

They call us to penitence and renewal 
‘of vows too long neglected, to a means 
sof grace too long forgotten. They call us 
ito come with deepest thanksgiving and 
highest adoration. They command us to 
hold high the lamp in these dark days. 
Let us be eye-witnesses to His majesty. 
Let us testify by lives fully surrendered 
to His service. 

When we leave we can say with Peter, 
*‘We were with Him.” But we also remem- 
ber He goes with us all the way, or bet- 
ter, we go in Him, part of His body. 


Adam’s Apple 
W. GODDARD SHERMAN 


Text: Gen. 3:6, . she took of the fruit 
thereof and did eat, and gave also unto 
her busband with her, and he did eat. 


PROMINENT chewing gum is ad- 
A vertised with the slogan, “The 

Flavor Lasts.” We have no doubt 
of the truth of that slogan, but it is sure 
that the flavor of the gum is not as long 
lasting as the flavor of the apple Adam 
ate! For this is the flavor of death, and 
it catapults down the centuries into our 
own lives. 

It was a wise and observing sage who 
first pointed out that human nature does 
not change. The peculiarities of human 
make-up decribed in Adam and other 
biblical personalities have their counter 
part in present-day society. Twentieth 
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century moderns still eat the apple Adam 
ate, and we still suffer the same conse- 
quences. For also unchanging are the 
laws of God. Inexorable they are, not 
whimsical; not fluttering on every wind 
of fancy, nor fostered by foolish fads. 
God’s will is still holy and perfect, but 
man still eats the fruit of imperfection. 

The apple Adam ate speaks to us of 
human pride. We can almost hear the ser- 
pent speaking to Eve, convincing her that 
there is no reason why God should have 
knowledge which is denied to man. If this 
forbidden fruitholds the key to knowledge, 
then man should eat of it, he argues, 

Soul-killing pride still holds man in its 
death-grip. The prophet lashed out 
against the Israelites of old with the 
scathing condemnation that they were 
a stiff-necked people. Sadly, the terrible 
truth breaks upon our consciousness that 
the words fit our own day and time. We 
would not have to search far nor long to 
discover men and women whose unbend- 
ing pride keeps them from God. It still 
causes men to turn from Him: it still 
causes men to lose their souls. 

It is not a part of the divine plan to 
keep men ignorant. That was not the rea- 
son God forbade the eating of the fruit 
of the tree of knowledge. It was a matter 
of obedience. And God yet demands that 
we recognize the littleness of our under- 
standing and acknowledge our need of 
His wisdom. More than this, He also de- 
mands, now as then, an obedience to His 
will. So long as we eat of the apple of 
pride we shall suffer from a spiritual in- 
digestion which will keep us from being 
at peace with God. 

This is a versatile fruit which engages 
our attention. It also speaks to us of 
temptation. The Bible tells us how the 
beauty of it lured Eve into grasping af- 
ter it, and how she fell victim’ to that 
temptation. : 

It is futile for us to make nis of temp- 
tation and argue that it is alien to our 
own lives. The truth is that no one es- 
capes it. Even our Lord was tempted in 
all things just as we are. We may expect 
it at any moment. ; 

There is no serpent to beguile us with 
rosy answers. Temptations do not come 
in the same manner in which they are rep- - 
resented in the Garden of Eden scene. 
Perhaps it would be well if it were so. 
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At least we could recognize the tempt- 
ing apple and the seducing serpent. 
But the temptations of life come silently 
and unseen. They come even as golden 
opportunities; they come as harmless ex- 
periences. 

“Tet him who thinketh he standeth 
take heed lest he fall.” The only safe- 
guard against an overpowering temp- 
tation is adequate preparation. When the 
ship is sinking it is too late to instruct 
the crew. When the disease has struck 
it is too late to build up immunity and 
resistance. And so with temptation - - 
when it comes it is too late to make prep- 
arations to master it. One must be all 
ready to be victorious over it as soon as 
it makes its first appearance. 

How shall we prepare? The only ade- 
quate preparation is an inner stability 
which grows out of devotion to God. In 
the early days of his experimentation, 
Charles Goodyear developed an acid-gas 
process for the preparation of rubber. He 
patented the process, even though he re- 
alized a more perfect method was yet 
needed. An offer came to him from France 
seeking permission to use his patent proc- 
ess at areturn of $87,000. In the mean- 
time, however, Goodyear had developed 
the process of vulcanizing which far 
outstripped his older method. Therefore 
he refused to sell the acid-gas patent 
rights at the quoted figure. Said Good- 
year,I would not be true to my Chris- 
tian convictions if I sold for personal 
gain a process which I know to be infer- 
ior. 

Devotion to God! That was it. It enabl- 
ed Charles Goodyear to meet temptation 
victoriously. It will do the same for any 
man or woman who will surrender to a 
cause higher than himself or herself. 

If we were to state precisely what the 
apple symbolizes above all else we 
would have to say rebellion against di- 
vine will. Surely that is the very heart of 
the incident as the Genesis account of it 
is related. Adam and Eve knew that to 
eat of the fruit of this tree was forbidden. 
Yet they deliberately rebelled against the 
divine command. 

Whatever else we may believe about 
the Adam and Eve incident and its rela- 
tion to our own lives, we must acknowl- 
edge that it is a graphic reminder of our 
personal behavior. Let him who is with- 
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out sin cast the first stone. The truth is 
that all of us, in some measure, have 
rebelled against God’s will. 

Our first impulse is to deny such an 
accusation. When, you may ask, have | 
rebelled against God? Turn to the ac- 
count in Scripture where Jesus is mak- 
ing reference to those who have denied 
Him. He speaks of failure to serve, to 
minister, to bind up the wounds of one in 
need. And He says, “‘Inasmuch as ye 
did it not unto these... ye did it not 
unto me.” It is just as subtle as that. 

So it is with our rebellion against 
God. It comes not always with open de- 
fiance of a specific command or mission. 
More often than not it is a quiet rejection 
of His principles. 

Look more specifically at the problem. 
The will of God is for the highest and 
best. God is a God of love, and He de- 
sires that His love_be manifest in the 
lives of His people. Yet our world rebels 
against His will. Such rebellion comes 
not only from atheistic communism which 
openly abandons Him, but also from our 
nominally Christian nations which render 
no more than lip-service to His name. 

We have rebelled, perhaps not in word, 
but in deed. To be sure we have placed 
the confession of our trust upon our 
coins, and we have now issued the first 
postage stamp bearing the phrase, ‘In 
God we trust.’” Yet we must do morethan 
write this trust upon our coins and 
our stamps, we must write it first upon 
our hearts. Rebellion remains a reality 
until we govern our actions by our con- 
victions. 

Adam’s Apple! It is not an ancient 
fruit that has decayed and disintegrated. 
Rather it is still tempting men today, and 
leading them into paths contrary to di- 
vine decree. 

This is a day when our people are 


diet-conscious, for we have discovered | 


allergies to numerous foods. The human 
soul is allergic to this forbidden fruit. 


Watch, therefore, your diet! Do not eat 
of Adam’s Apple. 


A parson wrote to his bisho 
asking him to come and hold a 
“quiet day.’ The bishop declin- 
ed, saying “Your parish does- 
n't need a ‘quiet day;’ it needs 
an earthquake,” 
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Then There Was One 


A Thanksgiving Message 


T.N.TIEMEYER 


Text: Luke 17:11-19, 

HE story of the ten lepers who were 
cleansed of their dread disease gives 
nus an excellent background for our 

Thanksgiving meditation. Ten were heal- 
ed; ten received a new lease on life, ten 
owed their very existence to Jesus. Yet, 
only one had sufficient depth of gratitude 
to return and give thanks. We cannot as- 
sume that the other nine were entirely un- 
grateful, so we do wonder why they did 
not return. 

Our world is not filled with evil peo- 
ple; most of them are just indifferent. 
People are not all cruel; many of them 
are merely too weak to counter the temp- 
tations confronting them. The majority of 
folks are not really bad; they are more 
often careless and self-centered. It is 
significant that E. Stanley Jones once 
estimated that only one out of ten persons 
in our land is a sincere Christian. It 
seems that the same percentage holds 
for those who are capable of being sin- 
cerely grateful. 

You probably remember that simple 
nursery rhyme about the Ten Little In- 
dians. It consists of a series of couplets 
and in each something happens to one of 
the Indians, until, at last, none remain. 
Let’s suppose that instead of Indians, we 
are dealing with ten cleasned lepers. 


Ten cleansed lepers, all feeling fine; 
One knew no God to thank, 
And so there were nine. 

One elementary reason why some peo- 
ple are not truly grateful to God is be- 
cause they do not know Him, or have 
never given Him a place in their lives. 
Katherine Mansfield, the popular writer, 
was an atheist. After tormenting years of 
sickness, she found health again at a 
mountain resort. To a friend she wrote, 
“If only one could make some grasshop- 
pery sound of praise to someone, thanks 
to someone, but whom?’’ How pathetic to 
have a heart swelling with grateful joy 
and no one to thank or praise: 

One trite story that you will recall is 
of the man who believed in no hereafter. 
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When death finally claimed him and he 
was laid out in his casket, one of his 
best friends gazed at his mortal remains 
and lamented, ‘‘Poor Bill. All dressed up 
and no place to go!”’ Thus it is with one 
who receives the benefits of a benevolent 
universe and has no God to go to with his 
thanksgiving. 


Nine cleansed lepers; one called it Fate, 
And took it for granted; 
And then there were eight, 

The absence of God leaves so great a 
void in one’s life, that some substitute 
must be found. Those who cannot accept 
a personal God find it necessary to create 
impersonal forces to account for events 
in their lives. Fate makes a convenient 
substitute for God, and is also used by 
those whose God is too impersonal tobe 
concerned with their individual problems. 
If fate is all a person will acknowledge 
in life, he is in somewhat of a dilemma. 
You cannot give thanks to fate. Whether 
good or bad, you must accept it with a 
shrug. Such people never know the joy of 
the personal, fatherly God, who watches 
over them with concern and compassion. 
This explains why they feel no urgency 
to spend some time in church at this sea- 
son giving thanks to their generous Crea- 
tor. 


Eight healthy lepers, believing in heaven; 
One thought he could earn his way; 
And then there were seven. 

A psuedo-religion of this scientific age 
is the complacent worship of the self- 
made man. Numbered among the socie- 
ty of every age have always been those 
who, inflated by their egos, assume that 
all success in life is earned by their own 
amazing genius. However, the more con- 
ceit, the less thankfulness. Only true hu- 
mility can create the basis for a proper re- 
Jationship to God. It must be remember- 
ed that the one man who performed the 
most amazing things in all EEN Jesus 
of Nazareth, took no credit to Himself, 
but taught His disciples to look upward 
and say, “Thine is the glory!’’ Or, again, 
when the astounded crowds were ready to 
proclaim His genius, He raised Hid eyes 
and said, “I thank thee Father.” 


Seven healthy lepers, one weakens and 
picks 
Pleasure over duty; Bi 


And then their were six. 
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The call of the world’s gaity was, no 
doubt, strong in the ears of those lepers 
who had so long been social outcasts. 
For years they had been shunned by soci- 
ety, refused admittance to any feast or 
festivity, bared by law from temple ritual. 
Now, all of a sudden, they are back in 
the good graces of social and beriainss 
law. We can imagine them saying, “‘Let’s 
make up for lost time!’’ We can visualize 
them hurrying down the road to revelry, 
forgetting the Jesus who healed them. 

The din of the world’s vacuus laughter 
is ever strong in its lure. Thanksgiving 
Day comes and the call to give thanks is 
lost in the roar of the football game, or 
the bawdiness of a drinking bout. Thanks- 
giving Day has degenerated from a holy 
day to a holiday, to a hollow day. Joy, 
recreation, and festivity are not wrong, 
per se. But the giving of thanks must ae 
precedence. 


Six healthy lepers, glad to be alive; 
One preferred feasting, 
And then there were five. 

Perhaps one of these men so recently 
snatched from the bonds of death, began 
to plan a gala homecoming party. His 
mind was busy with thought of the rela- 
tives and old friends he would invite. 
There was so much to be done, so many 
preparations. If he only had more time he 
would go back and thank Jesus for his 
new life. Perhaps Jesus would under- 
stand. And so - on to the festive board. 

So it is with our generation. On this 
day of gastric gaity, we worship more 
the gustatory god of gluttony and neglect 
our praises to the Most High. It is, no 
doubt, rather banal, to reiterate that the 
first Thanksgiving was not to celebrate a 
super crop, nor fd they spread a sump- 
tuous banquet. In fact, the spirit of this 
first celebration was captured in later 
Thanksgiving days in New England by 
placing five grains of parched corn at 
each ace around the table to remind the 
guests that the Pilgrims lived on a most 
frugal diet and survived their hardships 
eae because they were able to remain 
alive on five grains of corn per day. 

owever, in our day, we go to grand- 
ma’s or grandma comes to us - and so 
do our sisters and our cousins “‘whom we 
reckon by the dozen.”’ If we are not going 
to someone, we are preparing for some- 
one and that makes everyone much too 
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busy concentrating on the annual family 
reunion banquet, which means in turn 
we are probably too busy to get to church 
that day. To carry out our percentages, it 
would be safe to say that there are nine 
times as many people engrossed in stuf- 
fing poultry and baking pies this morning 
as there are worshipping in the churches 
of our land. It is elementary but neces- 
sary to remind ourselves that the objec- 
tive of the day is to be grateful, and not 
merely full. 


Five cleansed lepers; saved at death’s 
door; 

One thought it trivial; 

And then there were four. 

Little people will usually belittle great 
things. While they never miss a meal, they 
have contempt for the starving Asiatic if 
he can’t survive on a handful of rice. 
Never having to deny themselves the es- 
sentials of life, they believe impoverished 
people should be content in their frugal 
state. Lacking a sense of values, they 
cannot see the worth of the gifts they 
enjoy and should be thankful for. 

A guide employed at Mammouth Cave 
told us about two men tourists who prefer- 
red not to follow the rest of the party and 
slipped off along another route. They 
were sure they could come back and catch 
up with the others, but lost their way. 
Nor were they missed until the final count 
as the party left the cave. The guide, 
worn out from his day’s work, went back 
into the huge cave and spent seven: hours 
searching through the seldom-used pas- 
sage ways until he found the missing men 
Exhausted and confused, these men had 

iven up all hope of ever being saved. 

hen they were led safely to the mouth of 
the great cave, one of them said to the 
Grae “You risked your life to save ours. 

e want to show you how much we ap- 
preciate it,”’ and they both gave him one 
dollar. They had set the value on their 
own lives. 


Four cleansed lepers; one rushed to see 
If property increased, 

nd then there were three. 

No doubt these isolated lepers return- 
ing to an economic world were suddenly 
concerned about their financial status. 
Quite possibly at least one of these men 
rushed to his home to ask how his farm 
had yielded and if his sheep had multi- 
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»lied. In our day he has his counterpart 
m the business man who diligently clips 
iis coupons, speculates in land, and 
scans the daily stock market reports. His 
isposition depends on the rise or fall of 
the markets and his digestion is deter- 
mined by his bank balance. Those who 
ut the things of this world above the 
‘Kingdom of Heaven will seldom be found 
worshipping in church on this day of 
(Thanksgiving. 


Three healthy lepers; one of these few 
Liked to procrastinate, 
[Then there were two. 

No doubt, a great host of people in this 
world have sincere intentions of showing 
(proper appreciation. Yet, somehow, time 
sslips by and they never get around to it. 
‘They lack a discipline in their lives and 
ithe ability to redeem the time. How often, 
ifor instance, have you said, “‘I owe so- 
;and-so a gift, or an invitation to a meal, 
‘or a thank-you note. I’ll try to remember 
'to do it tomorrow.’ One tomorrow drags 
along another like an endless train with- 
out a caboose and soon the year is gone 
‘by. Unless you actually express yourself 
by a concrete act, how can the other per- 
son know that your intentions were right? 
Give thanks while there is still time. 
Show appreciation while those who de- 
serve it are still with you. To put it off 
another day may mean losing the last 
chance you will have. Thank your friend 
now. Show your appreciation to your loved 
ones now. Give God the praise and glory 
now! 


Two healthy lepers in debt to the Son; 
One sent a formal note, 
Then there was one. 

Obviously, a formal note is far better 
than no recognition at all. It has a real 
value and should have a place in every 
person’s social life and opiseions. How- 
ever there is a danger in seekingto formal- 
ize all duty, even in our relation to God. 
Even the habit of tacking on a few “‘I 
thank yous” to our regular prayers is not 
enough. Gratitude is expressed in our in- 
ner attitude, not verbal platitude. 

The deterioration of this American 
festival from a hallowed day to a hollow 
day is largely due to a commercialized 
formalism that has a tendency to usurp 
all religious festivals and standardize 
them into meaningless similarity. At 
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igs the average man forgets the orig- 
inal purpose of the holiday and ra 
that a nod to God, and extra one to sleep 
in the morning, or listening to a patriotic 
radio program will fulfill all the require- 
ments of spending a Thanksgiving Day 
in the true American way. Even coming 
to church may be a hollow gesture if the 
grateful spirit is absent. It may mean no 
more than a postal card from the leper to 
Jesus with thanks. True thankfulness 
must come from the depths of one’s  in- 
ner citadel. It must cost something emo- 
tionally. 

Thus we have disposed of nine lepers, 
assuming in them the various weaknesses, 
foibles, and flaws which we see prevalent 
in the present world. Although they were 
not ‘“‘bad’’ people, in the general sense 
of the world, yet because of some lack in 
character, but one returned to receive the 
blessing that was even greater than his 
healing. So convinced that physical heal- 
ing was the ultimate, they failed to return 
for the spiritual wholeness which would 
have been their treasure in eternity. The 
healing of spirit is the great gift which 
you receive when you return to your Lord 
to show gratitude. For truly, His gifts al- 
ways exceed yours. You cannot give Him 
praise without receiving in return a new 
abundance of blessings. 


One healthy leper, in body made whole, 
Thanking Christ humbly, 


Was cleansed in his soul! 


JUNIOR PULPIT 


THE HALF HORSE 


Text: Matt. 6:24. No man can serve two 
masters... . 

I know a little girl who went rushing 
into her home one ‘lag to tell her mother 
that there was half a horse on the side- 
walk out in front of the house. 

Naturally, her mother thought there had 
been some kind of an TE ae and that 
the poor horse had been killed. Out she 
rushed, of course, but all she found was 
a fine, normal,healthy horse standing on 
the sidewalk with his front feet and with 
his hind feet in the street. He had simply 
moved up a couple of steps so he could 
nibble at a bit of inviting green grass ih 
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a corner of the lawn. Everybody laughed 
at tlre little girl and the excitement she 
had caused her mother and told her that 
what she should have said was that there 
was a horse out in front which was half 
on the sidewalk and half in thestreet for 
we all know you can’t have half a horse 
any more than you can have half a boy or 
half a girl. 

We all know that, and yet, sometimes, 
we all, even some of the older folks, try 
to go through life giving only half of our- 
selves, half of our minds, half of our at- 
tention, half of our hearts, to what we are 
doing, and right there is where many of 
us are all wrong. You can only do a thing 
right when you give it all you have of 
yourself. You have to put your whole self 
into anything you do if you want it to be 
done right whether it is making something, 
studying your homework or playing at a 
game. The same thing is true of saying 
your prayers. In fact it is true of your 
whole life. 

Just what is it that makes us like the 
really great people in the world? Why do 
we admire George Washington, Abraham 
Lincoln, and all that endless list of the 

reat people in the history of our country? 
Pil tell you. It is because they gave all 
of themselves, all they had, to do the job 
that was given them to do. 

Had any of them been half-hearted, or 
indifferent, or disinterested, they never 
would have accomplished anything of any 
importance and their names would not be 
honored today. 

It calls for a sort of bravery, for being 
brave means forgetting yourself, your own 
_ safety, and your own comfort and conven- 
ience, for the sake of some wholesome, 
worthwhile purpose. That is why we think 
of Jesus as being the bravest of all, for 
He gave His whole heart, yes, He gave 
His life, too, so that God’s will might 
be done. 

And this same Jesus of ours once told 
us, ‘‘No man can serve two masters; for 
either he will hate the one and love the 
other; or else he will hold to the one, 
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve 
God and mammon.”’ 

There it is then, girls and boys, if we 
are to have that courage which we would 
all like to have, if we are going to make 
of our lives something fine and good, 
then it means that we must be whole- 
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hearted in everything we do. It means 
giving our whole heart to - well, is there 
anyone more worth giving it to than to our 
blessed Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ? 


A HARVEST THOUGHT 


Text: Matt. 6:32. Your heavenly Father 
knoweth that ye have need of all 
these things. 

We certainly do take a lot of things for 
granted, don’t we? We come cashing howe 
from school and are quite sure there will 
always be a nice snack waiting for us on 
the table. We assume there will always 
be fresh and clean clothes for us when 
we need them, too. and not only will 
there be clean socks but those big holes 
we wore in them will have disappeared 
for we take for granted that mother will 
have them all darned smoothly for us. We 
take so many things for granted, without 
even thinking about them at all. Now, I 
have an idea that our Fall Harvest service 
should remind us that behind most of the 
things we so take for granted - fruits 
and flowers in our yards, a rich harvest 
in the fields - is the love and care of 
God, our Heavenly Father. And so, today 
we are directed to look up and thank Him. 

I read a book written by a doctor not 
long ago. It was A Doctor’s Odyssey. 
In that book the doctor had some interest- 
ing chaptera on the fearful disease called 
leprosy, which helped me to understand 
the beautiful way Jesus touched the lepers 
and healed them. The author of the book 
says it is common for those who have the 
disease to feel no pain. Long, long ago, 
he says, William of Tyre told how it was 
discovered that Baldwin, son or Amory, 
King of Jerusalem, was a leper. One day 
the future king was playing with the other 
boys, and they were badly scratched. The 
others cried, but Baldwin did not. At first 
his tutor thought he was being very brave 
not to cry, but soon he found out that 
Baldwin had felt no pain like the others. 
His arm had no feeling in it at all. It was 
asleep with leprosy, the dread disease. 

That sounds awful, I know, but it is not 
nearly so fearful and horrible to God, when 
we receive His good gifts, ‘nightly sleep 
and daily food, ’’ and know no feeling of 

ratitude to Him. How disappointed you 

Fe) if you save up your money and buy a 
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resent for some dear one, and they take 
so interest in it at all! Don’t you think 
70d is hurt too, when we forget to say 
“Thank you, God’’? ; 

But the Harvest time says somethin 

else to us. It reminds us of how faithful 
od is. Once again He has fulfilled His 
»romise of seedtime and harvest. He 
wever fails us. 
_ Do you recall the story of the White 
night in Lewis Carroll’s book? He tried 
co be armed against every possible emer- 
wency that Bapht befall, even to carrying 
a beehive rid a mousetrap? So do some 
weople try to take precautions, so that 
aothing will happen to them that they can- 
not handle. The wisest people, however, 
<now that no one can foresee the future, 
jut they do know that every foot of the 
way God will be near, and that He will 
never fail them. 

When yoy have been in the country, | 
presume you have seen in some of the 
fields, a queer figure dressed in an old 
coat many sizes too big, with a dirty hat 
pulled down over his eyes, and arms that 
stuck out straight. What is that figure? 
‘A scarecrow! But it does not always 
scare crows away. Why is it there? Be- 
cause generation after generation, for 
many, many years there have been these 
odd figures in our fields. Once upon a 
time these were gods of the fields. And 
the farmer and his family stood before 
them and offered gifts and prayers for a 
good harvest. Long after people forgot 
why the god of the field was there, men 
still set them up, and gradually called 
them scarecrows. 

You and I know we need not set up 
a god in the field, we need not wear a 
mascot, to make sure that all will be well 
in the future. We have a Father we can 
depend on, a God who will take care of 


us, whose love is always round about us. 


One day Cardinal Gibbons told Chief 
Justice Taney that he always felt a 
certain embarrassment when he saw the 
distinguished jurist in the Baltimore 
cathedral when he was preaching. 

Said Chief Justice Taney, “I always 
listen to the Lord’s appointed with at 
tention and reverence. | regard all ser- 
mons as good when Christ is extolled 
‘and virtue praised. Indeed, I never 


heard a bad sermon in my life.” 
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JOHN H. JOHANSEN 


SIFT YOU AS WHEAT 


Text: Luke 22:31-32. The Lord said, Simon, 
Simon, behold Satan hath desired 
to have you, that he may sift you as 
wheat; but I have prayed for thee, 
that thy faith fail not. 

What is meant by “sift you as wheat’’? 
When a farmer selects his seed-wheat 
for planting, he runs it through what is 
known as a ‘‘Wheat Cleaner.’’ This is a 
machine with four or five wooden trays, 
each one with a wire screen of a different 
mesh. The wheat falls from one tray toan- 
other until the last tray is reached. Noth- 
ing is there but the best grains and these 
the farmer uses in planting his fields. In 
order to have a good crop of wheat he 
must plant nothing but the best seed. 

Ourtrials and testing times can be com 
pared with the various trays in the “‘Wheat 
Cleaner,’’ each designed for a different 
purpose. Sometimes we feel that these 
siftings are beyond our strength to endure 
but we are strengthened by Christ’s word 
to Peter, “I have prayed for thee that thy 
faith fail not.” 


O Jesus, I have promised 

To serve Thee to the end; 
Be Thou forever near me, 

My Master and my Friend. 

I shall not fear the battle 

If Thou art on my side, 

Nor wander from the pathway, 
If Thou wilt be my Guide. 


WHEN THE BLAZE IS YOUNG 
Text: Matt. 26:41. Watch and pray that ye 


enter not into temptation. 

One method of dealing with forest fires 
is to drop a few parachute workers, equip- 
ped with steel helmets and padded suits, 
shovels and axes, near a blaze when it is 
first sighted from the air. These men can 
conquer a small fire which in an hour 
could not be handled by a hundred fire- 


fighters. : cS J 
{t is much easier to resist temptation 


+f we deal with it before it has had an 
opportunity to make destructive headway. 
We think of temptation in terms of more 
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recognized and obvious sins. But the 
temptation to do less than our best, the 
temptation to leave the words of praise 
unspoken, and the temptation to nurse 
petty resentments and fears have a way 
into habits that are hard to 
we do nothing to check it at 


be- 


of growin 
Batol: if |‘ 
the start, today’s petty temptation 
comes tomorrow’s major struggle. 

Long ago James wrote, * Behold, how 
much wood is kindled by how small a 
fire.’’ Also, concerning the power which 
comes to a person who overcomes temp- 
tation, he wrote, ““Blessedisthe man that 
endureth temptation; for when he is tried, 
he shall receive the crown of life, which 
the Lord has promised to them that love 
Him.”’ One of the fruits of the Spirit is 
self-control. 


SOMETHING BETTER 

Text: James 1:22, But be ye doers of the 
word, and not hearers only, deceiv- 
ing your own selves, 

An old Scottish elder, who was faith- 
ful in church attendance, but the cause of 
a great deal of trouble among the mem- 
bers, told his pastor one day, that he was 

oing to pay a visit to the Holy Land. 
“And when I get there,’’ he said with 
os enthusiasm, “I’m going to climb Mt. 
inai, and read the Ten Commandments 
from the top of it.” “‘I can tell you some- 
thing better to do,’’ his pastor replied, 
“‘Stay home and keep them.”’ 

It’s a grand thing to know Scripture by 
memory, but grander far to know it by 
heart."“Be ye doers of the word, and not 
hearers only’’ is an admonition that never 
grows old and is always needed. 


SAVED FOR SERVICE 


Text: Luke 22:26, He that is greater a- 
mong you, let him become as the 
younger; and he that is chief, as 
he that doth serve. 

Just what do we mean by service? It 
may be holding an office in the church, 
teaching in the Sunday School, singing in 
the choir, training for service in the train- 
ing Union, visiting and soul-winning. It 
may mean faithfulness in attendance and 
giving. It could mean a number of worth- 
while things. . . but, essentially it is the 
use of life, stewardship. In some form or 
another, large or small, prominent or ob- 
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scure, the opportunity is before each of 
us. 

It means putting self in the background 
and putting Christ first. It means interest 
in others, the passion for lost sould. It is 
only through the personal service of Chris- 
tian people that many of our community 
will be led to a closer realtionship with 
the Saviour. 

An old potter who was shaping the 
clay into a desired shape with his hands, 
was asked by a visitor, ‘“Why don’t you 
have a mchine to do that?’’ The old pot- 
ter replied, “‘We have tried all sorts of 
machinery, and failed, somehow it needs 
the human touch.” 

God has work that cannot be done by 
machinery, nor does He need it when 
there are so many of His children who 
should be ready with the ‘Human Touch.” 


THE FIRST GREAT CAUSE 
Text: Psalm 90:2, From everlasting to ev- 
erlasting thou art God. 

An elderly Negro, somewhat frail look- 
ing and carrying a homemade box under 
his arm, stepped from a train in Washing- 
ton, D.C. Dr. George Washington Carver, 
of Alabama, was on his way to the House 
of Representatives, at the invitation of 
the government of the United States, to 
tell the story of the peanut. He held the. 
House enthralled as quietly he talked a- 
bout this storehouse of divine wonders. 
He told how the great Creator had un- 
locked the door of that storehouse to the 
faith of a humble industrious Negro who 
had dared to trust Him. From his home- 
made box he produced face-powder, milk, 
printerss ink, axle-grease, and others of 
the three hundred articles he had obtain- 
ed from peanuts. 

To a Senate committee, when asked, 
“‘Where did you learn these things?’’ he 
answered, ‘‘From an old Book.” ‘‘What 
book?” His reply, “The Bible.’’ “Does 
the Bible tell about peanuts?’ he was 
asked. “‘No, Mr. Senator, but it does tell 
about the God who made peanuts. I asked 
Him to show me what to do with them and 
He did.”’ Thus did the great man state the 
Source of all true knowledge. The knowl- 
edge of God as revealed in the Bible is 
frmtament if one would be truly educa- 
te 
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SO YOU HAVE TO MAKE A SPEECH 


“81 Short Speeches for 44 Occasions” is the answer to a 
speaker's prayer—especially so to the speaker called at the 
last moment to fill a cancellation. Covering all of the special 
days of the church and community, the speeches are ready 
for immediate use, or may be developed for longer addresses 
as occasion demands. Replete with 
information and suggestions, the 
book will be an invaluable aid to the 
initiate, and to the experienced 
speaker as Well. 


RISER Cy SR eo inerieec PEN och Okciust ati $3.00 


Sunday-by-Sunday Bulletins 


Add distinction to your services by 
using these beautiful, two-color bulle- 
tins, some excellent reproductions of 
Bible art, with special full-color Christ- 
mas and Easter publications. The cost is low—the quality high. 
Choice of back cover blank or with an inspiring message. 
Delivered unfolded, ready for your mimeograph. 85c. per 100. 
(Write for FREE circular showing entire year’s supply.) 

At your bookstore or 


NEW 


SAFE AND SECURE 


Text: | Peter 1:21. That your faith and 
hope might be in God. 

In ancient China the people desired se- 
curity from the barbaric hordes to the 
north so they built the great Chinese Wall. 
It was so high they knew no one could 
climb over it, and so thick nothing could 
break it down. They settled back to en- 
joy their security. 

During’ the first hundred years of the 
wall’s existence, China was invaded 
three times. Not once did the barbaric 
hordes break down the wall or climb over 
the top. Each time they bribed a gate- 
keeper and then marched right through the 
gates. The Chinese were so busy relying 
upon the walls of stone that they forgot 
to teach integrity to their children. 

People today still very much want se- 
curity. Some advocate the building of 
strong fortifications and the developement 
of super-weapons. Others see the impor- 
tance of promoting friendships among 
young people of all nations, and the send- 
ing of missionaries. When statesmen sit 
down to draw up a world charter will it 
make any difference whether or not they 


are Christians? A mere scrap of paper can 


prevent a world conflict if statesmen are 
“men of good will whose faith and hope 


are in God. 
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SEPARATED FOR A SEASON 


David said, Can I bring him back again? 
I shall go to him, but he shall not return 
to me. II Samuel 12:16-23. 


Jesus said, Let not your heart be troubl- 
ed. . .1 will come again and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, there.may 
ye be also. John 14, 


As hopefully I say ‘good bye’ 
To flowers in the fall, 
So when my Christian friends 
respond 
To their home-going call, 
Although they pass beyond my 
sight, 
And oursweet discourse ends, 
My faith assures me they still 
live, 
My own dear loving friends. 


The springtime brings my flowers 
Each perfect on its stem. 
But O, my friends they come not 
back; 
Instead, I go to them. 
Some happy day with Christ our 
ord, 
His glories we shall share; 
And reunited, we shall praise 
The grace which brought us 
there. 
Cecil F. Wagstaff 


CONFESSIONS 
OF A SCIENTIST 


“T no longer believe that the ap- 
proach of a size-up-and-solve 
will produce a formula explain- 
ing all natural phenomena, As 
many scientists are beginning to 
recognize, the more knowledge 
we accumulate, the clearer it be- 
comes that science is unlikely 
ever, to lead us to an orderly 
arrangement of nature’s ways. 
The relationship between man 
and the universe has come to 
interest me more than the one 
between nucleons and mesons.”’ 
Dr. Wm. Pollard 
Oak Ridge, Tenn 


A parson wrote to his bishop asking him 
to come and hold a ‘quiet day.’ The bish- 
op declined, saying, “Your parish does 
not need a quiet day; it needs an earth- 


quake,” 
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THE PREACHER AND HIS AUDIENCE, by 
Webb B. Garrison, Revell. 285 pp. $3.00. 


This is more than a volume on Homiletics 
It deals with every phase of the minister’s 
pursuits in preparing and delivering his ser- 
mon. It does not limit itself to the pulpit but 
is concerned with comprehensive study and 
the methods which best expedite it. The au- 
thor deals with language and the meaning of 
words. He makes clear the necessity of sim- 
plicity. This volume is concerned about the 
motives of a sermon, and reveals the tech- 
me by which these motives can be evaluat- 
ed. 

Dr. Garrison, who is assistant dean of 
Emory University’s Chandler School of Theol- 
oly, gives great consideration to the listener. 
Why aces a person come to church? What must 
be said or done to attract and hold his atten- 
tion and influence his life? The language, 
gestures, techniques of preaching, the illus- 
trations, recommended source material, are 
all brought under surveillance. The book is 
one of the best presentations on the subject 
offered in many years. Dr. Garrison has made 
an invaluable contribution to preaching and to 
the life of a minister and his effectiveness 
with his people. A.Wallace Copper 


PREACHING ANGLES, by Frank H. Caldwell 
Abingdon Press, 126 pp. $2.00. 


This book is decidedly different and fresh 
Dr. Caldwell convincingly, presents thirty dis- 
tinguishable angles to ‘ca art of the pulpit. 
He clarifies in the introductory chapter the 
assumption on which he bases the remaining 
chante and then writes in such a way as to 
send his reader back to his Bible and to lit- 
erature and life renewed with vigor and eager- 
ness. 
fe As the author uses the term angles it means 

that technique, procedure, approach or idea 
which gives to a sermon a distinctive charac- 
ter calculated to make the central thesis or 
message so attract and hold the attention of 
the hearer as to become to him impressive and 
memorable.’’ If the reader of this book will 
use it as the author intends, his hearers will 
not soon forget the sermons he preaches. This 
is a much needed book in a day when the pul- 
pit has taken a prominent place in American 


scene again. W. Kirk Allen, Jr. 


A WAY OF SURVIVAL, by Arthur W. Munk. 
Bookman Associates. 159 pp. $3.00. 


. Here is a book of rare insight, sincere con- 
viction and gripping power, the kind of a book 
that is made available once in a decade. 

The author has written with high purpose 
and with keen insight. He knows whereof he 
speaks. Though dealing largely with philo- 
sophical terms, he keeps his feet on the 
ground and writes so the common man can 
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CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, 


material, and workmanship. 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect 
development in pew engineering because it meets all 
requirements of the perfect pew - comfort, beauty, 
durability - for lasting satisfactory service. 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to 
supply you with church seating of GENUINE QUAL- 


ITY at the right price. 
MANITOWOC CHURCH FURNITURE CO., 

WAUKESHA,WIS. 
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PricEe — $9.00 per HUNDRED — $1.50 PER DOZEN 
Order from 


GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM GO. 


19-21 BEEKMAN STREET e NEw YorK 38 


inderstand. He deals only with facts and nev- 
2r with fancy, in his masterful exposure of 
var’s enigmas and of the attitudes and phi- 
osophies that have brought humanity to where 
tt now is. Like a real prophet, which he is, 
he author hurls the challenge to our time to 
‘ree the world of the possibility of future 
vars and to make haste about it before it is 
oo late. He shows the way. 

Roy C. Helfenstein 


Story Sermons for Children 


WueN Stones Hurt 
YOUR FEET kr u. A. rest 


A collection of 26 story- 
sermons full of anecdotes 
and up-to-date illustrations, 
each directly anchored toa 
passage from the Bible. 
Written by the author of 
the successful Story Talks 
For Children. $1.50 


[THAT IMMORTAL SEA, nid Leslie D. Weath- 
erhead, Abingdon Press, 217 pp. $2.50. 


Here is another volume of Weatherhead’s 
sermons, seventeen of them, covering a wide 
spproach to life and its baffling complica- 
ions. Dr. Weatherhead presents his themes 
vith magnificent insight and interpretation. 
fe always manages to illuminate his subjects 


vith many timely illustrations. superb quota- 
ions from poetry and prose and unusual! com- 
non sense. = 

The distinctive merit of these chapters lies 
n the vital touch this renowned preacher puts 
pon each discussion. Most of the chapters 
re usual sermon length and possess a vitality 
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in grasp and treatment of extraordinary chara 
ter. Some of the chapters seem to be extende 
expositions. However none-the-less effectiv 
for their greater length. His chapters on Th. 
Advantages of Atheism, The Materialism of 
Christianity are excellent examples of hi: 
ability to deal’ with great themes thorough] 
and thoughtfully. It would be very hard to sa‘ 
which of these sermons is the superior, a 
they all carry conviction, truth and inspirec 
utterance, but worthy of special mention are 
Possessing And Possessed, I Couldn’t Car 
Less, Past, Present, Future and God, and Is 
Life A Matter Of Luck? 

Every preacher will find plenty of challeng 
in this column, both in the area of Christia1 
doctrine and in the realm of preaching excel 
lence. Every layman will be he in the way 
a good sermon is intended to help. 

John W. McKelve 


THE DEVELOPMENT OF NEGRO RELIGION, by 
Ruby F. Johnson. Philosophical. 202 pp. $3.00. 


Here is a highly informative volume for all con- 
cerned with one of the most explosive of present- 
day social issues. All pastors who, like this re- 
viewer, hold pastorates in areas with large negrc 

opulations, will welcome this suggestive work, 
ie it will help them to understand these people 
and the nature of their religion. The portion deal- 
ing with emotionalism is invaluable. [he entire 
work is most readable, for both pleasure and fo 
profit. W.G.Sherman 


MY SECOND VALLEY, by William Goulooze 
Baker. 170 pp. $2.50. 


A companion volume to the author’s Vic: 
tory Over Suffering, growing out of his sev- 
ere illness of 1947, the present volume is 
the result of the recurrence of his former il] 
ness, given as a personal testimony of thanks 
giving to the Lord, and embodying materia. 
rom some 1200 other patients, largely from : 
uestionaire. The first part, Affliction B 

he Grace of God, has Five chapters, oat 
with a Scripture text and testimonies unde 
heads such as Pioneers of Prayer, Points or 
Prayer and Precepts on Prayer and selecte 
poems for the chapter The Prayer Bank. The 
second part, Affliction Unto the Glory of God 
also has five chapters and a ees make: 
up. The writer has found victory in suffering 
as is seen in his patience, sympathy anc 
understanding, which he sees as the blessings 
of suffering which conforms one to the Gi 


and purpose of God. Claude Richmond 


NEW TESTAMENT STUDIES, by C.H.Dodd. 
Scribners. $3.00. 


This book contains eight papers by on 
whom many consider the outstanding Nev 
Testament scholar of our day. All of these 
chapters are reprints of earlier works, som 
of which were written as long as_ twenty 
yee ago. Since most of them appeared ir 
earned British journals however, it is doubt. 
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ful if many Americans have ever read them. 
Professor Dodd admits in his preface that he 
fias made no effort to bring them up to date, 
but although he is aware that later light has 
been thrown onsome of the subjects, he feels 
that his original contributions are still rele- 
vent. 

The first three articles deal with the pre- 
literary background of the Four Gospels, in- 
cluding a discussion of “‘A New Gospel? 
consisting of four small fragments of papyrus 
which was published by the British Museum 
in 1936. Professor Doddreproduces the Greek 
text together with his own translation, and 
relates it tothe Synoptics and John. The next 
two papers deal with the mind of Paul and 
discuss at great length the hypothesis of an 
Ephesian imprisonment. The final three es- 
says are in the field of Biblical Theology, 
two being reproductions of the Ingersoll Lec- 
ture on the Immortality of Man, eed by 
Professor Dodd at Harvard University in 
1935 and 1950. 

This book is for ministers who would widen 
the horizons of their thinking and study. It is 
not without practical value, but it is written 
in the “‘classical tradition’’ and requires a 
good reading knowledge of Greek and Latin 


to get the most out of it. 
Thomas Franklin Hudson 


HEARTS - EYES 
{From page 297) 


round, ostentatiously, so that people on 
the street may have their attention drawn 
to your goodness. And after you pray, use 
the same forgiveness toward those who 
have wronged you as you expect to re- 
ceive from the Pia whom all of us daily 
wrong. 

Third, the motive for self-denial is the 
betterment of our own souls, and not the 
approval of men. Do not let others know 
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Dept. E, 2811 N. IIlinois St. 
Indionapolis 8, Indiana 


PUBLIC SPEAKERS!! 


let us prepare your original sermons, 


speeches, lectures, theses, book-length manu- 


scripts. Professional reséarch service. You get 
full and exclusive use of all material ordered. 


CONTINENTAL WRITERS’ & SPEAKERS’ BUREAU 
Main P.O. Box 627 Montreal, Canada 
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about you self-denials, or its beauty is 
lost. 

On the other hand, some folks seem si 
afraid that men may see them giving tha 
that never give, so afraid that others may 
hear them pray that they won’t pray, so 
afraid that their self-denial may be talke: 
about that they never practice self-denia 

These are good things to be done; Go 
wants us to do them; but do them for thi 
approval of God and not the applause c 


par Charles Haddon Naber: 


TESTIMONY 
(From page 296) 

It would be a power to create out ¢ 
their old evil life a new and righteou 
life. So it is with us. Out of the evil lil 
which we have lived, at the forgivenes 
of our sins and the coming of the Spit 
there springs a new life. Now, the Apostl 
having experienced it for himself, can sa 
“Tf any man be in Christ, he is a ney 
creature; old things are passed away 
behold, all things are become new.”’ 

This three-fold testimony which Joh 
bore to Jesus is the testimony of th 
Christian today. At the feet of Jesus h 
lays his spiritual allegiance. To Jesu 
as the Lamb of God who alone can tak 
away human sin, he points the wear 
hearts of men. Through the power of the 
sin-bearing Lamb he lives a new life i 
the power of the Holy Spirit. He joins i 
saying with John, ‘‘I have seen and hav 
borne witness that this is the Son o 


God.”’ 


HERITAGE 
(From page 295) 


can help start a trend back to more re 
ular church-going among our friends. j 
can if we will! 

The Lord’s Day is not a day for “‘loa: 
ing around.’’ /t is a day for presentin, 
ourselves and our families to God.This 
is something that should be done dail) 
but it is much more likely to be don 
daily if it is done with’special care an 
emphasis on Sunday. This is somethin 
that should be done at home, but it i: 
much more likely to be done at home, i 
it is done with special emphasis i 
church. We can take time to present our 
selves to God, if we will. We can recov 
er the power of a great heritage! 
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shows 200 original ideas for 
reasonably priced, solid bronze 
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Write for FREE Brochure A >: 
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BRASS GOODS CO. 
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